
School Choice Ad—90 seconds 
 
Hi! My name is Mike Sharp, and I am running to be your next representative in the Minnesota 
State House in District 39B. I want to talk to you today about how I plan to put parents back in 
the driver’s seat when it comes to education. 
 
Many parents know we have a huge problem in our state’s educational system. While some 
school districts consistently provide children with an excellent education, others consistently 
fail. 
 
For example, in my district, only 30% of students in Columbia Heights Public Schools tested at 
or above grade-level in math in 2018.  In 2022, that number dropped to 15.9%, and only 26% 
tested to grade level in reading. 
 
Working parents need a new option and a clear path to obtain a great education for their 
children. That is why I support school choice—legislation that would empower parents to 
obtain for their children an amazing education. 
 
School choice uses tax dollars we already pay and puts it in the hands of parents, giving working 
parents both the freedom and the ability to set their child up for educational success. 
 
Many of our public schools do a great job educating children, but some districts consistently fail 
the families that entrust their children to local public schools.  
 
School choice incentivizes all schools to meet the needs of the families they serve and gives 
parents a new mechanism to hold school districts and administrators to high standards. 
 
We can help working Minnesota families obtain an excellent education for their children, no 
matter their ZIP code, by using our education tax dollars to fund students, not broken 
institutions. 
 
For more information on me and my campaign, see sharpforhouse.com.  I am Mike Sharp, and I 
humbly ask for your vote November 8. 
 
  



School Choice Ad—4 minutes 
 
Hi! My name is Mike Sharp, and I am running to be your next representative in the Minnesota 
State House of Representatives. I want to talk to you today about how I plan to put parents 
back in the driver’s seat for the education of their children. 
 
For decades our public schools were staffed by teachers, a few administrators, and an army of 
volunteer parents. Nearly continuous parental involvement gave parents direct insight into 
their children’s daily lives at school and an opportunity to improve their children’s schools in a 
tangible way. Parent-Teacher Organizations were lively and active, and parents knew their 
children’s teachers and parents of other children within the schools. 
 
Since the 1970s single-parent families have become more and more common, and two-parent 
families increasingly feel the need to send both parents to work. This has decreased the ability 
of parents to volunteer at schools, distancing parents from the day-to-day lives of their children 
and creating a void that has been filled by paraprofessionals, administrators, and bureaucrats. 
 
Until the start of COVID, only small numbers of parents felt there was much of a problem with 
this. But 2020 changed that. 
 
School closures and Zoom school revealed to parents many of the highly controversial moral 
and political subjects schools are teaching children, and nearly all children suffered significant 
learning loss due to school closures. Many teachers as well have been hamstrung by top-down 
policies that have inhibited effective education, especially these last two years.  
 
Minnesota Department of Education data show that only 30% of students Columbia Heights 
Public Schools met mathematics standards in 2018.  In 2022, that number dropped to 15.9%. 
 
The failure of many public schools to meet the needs of Minnesota children has caused many 
families to upend their plans to improve their children’s education.   
 
Since Fall 2019, Minnesota has seen a 34% increase in homeschooling and over 4,000 more 
children are enrolled in Minnesota private schools now than at the start of school before 
COVID. 
 
These numbers only represent the tip of the iceberg of dissatisfaction, as many working-class 
parents cannot afford private schools or feel they are unable to homeschool their children 
despite wishing they could do something to improve the education of their children. 
 
Despite the fact that per-pupil public school funding is much higher than most private school 
tuitions, we hear continued calls for more of YOUR tax money to go toward public schools. 
Meanwhile, school districts like Columbia Heights consistently fail students academically 
without any accountability. 
 



Working parents need a new option and a clear path to obtain a GREAT education for their 
children. 
 
I support school choice—legislation that would empower parents to use the tax dollars already 
allotted to their children to obtain an education they deem best for their children.  
 
School choice uses tax dollars we already pay and puts it in the hands of parents, giving working 
parents both the freedom and the ability to set their child up for educational success. 
 
Many of our public schools have done a great job educating children, but some districts 
consistently fail the families that entrust their children to the local public schools. School choice 
incentivizes all schools to meet the needs of the families they serve and gives parents a new 
mechanism to hold administrators and school districts to high standards. 
 
We can restore Minnesota’s educational system to excellence and help families obtain an 
excellent education for their children, no matter their ZIP code. 
 
I am Mike Sharp, and I humbly ask for your vote November 8. 
  



 


